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ABOUT THE SCR PROGRAM

The Statewide Community Regrants (SCR) Program is a regrant program of the New York State Council on
the Arts (NYSCA). It was developed in 1977 to ensure that New York State’s arts & cultural funding reaches
every community, in every county. Through the SCR Program, NYSCA provides project-based support to
artists, nonprofits & government/Tribal organizations that may not otherwise have access to state funds.
Local arts agencies, like SLC Arts, administer the SCR program on a local level to make funding available to
geographically, economically, and culturally diverse populations, statewide.

ABOUT SLC ARTS

The mission of SLC Arts is to enrich the vibrancy of the North Country community by cultivating arts
appreciation and inspiring creative expression. The organization started in 1972. For 54 years, it has
endeavored to make the arts a pillar of our North Country community. SLC Arts has been administering the
SCR program since 2008.

PURPOSE OF THE ARTS EDUCATION GRANT

The Arts Education Grant projects focus on the exploration of art and the artistic process. Funds support
bringing teaching artists and their classroom skills into dedicated learning environments to benefit learners
of all ages. Emphasis is placed on the depth and quality of the creative process through which participants
learn through or about the arts. The Arts Education Grant offers two funding strands:

e Pre-K-12 School-Based Learning: Work in partnership with a Pre-K-12 public school to engage
students in rich, artistic learning experiences during or after school hours. Intercurricular collaboration
is encouraged, but not required. A letter of commitment from the partner school to the artist or
organization must be included with the application to be eligible for funding. The letter of
commitment must outline in detail the partner’s support of the project (monetary and otherwise) and
anticipated roles and responsibilities for each partner involved. The partnership letter must be on the
partner’s letterhead and signed by the principal.

e Community-Based Learning: Work in partnership with a community-based organization to provide rich,
artistic learning experiences to a closed group of learners of any age. (Examples of community based
partners include: boys and girls clubs, libraries, camps, senior centers, etc.) A letter of commitment
from the partner organization must be included with the application to be eligible for funding. The
letter of commitment must outline in detail the partner's support of the project (monetary and
otherwise) and anticipated roles and responsibilities for each partner involved. The partnership letter
must be on the partner’s letterhead and signed by the director of the partner organization.
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SERVICE AREA
e Jefferson, Lewis & St. Lawrence Counties, and Tribal Nations, including Akwesasne

PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE

e Please note that projects scheduled early in the year may be funded retroactively. Please plan your
budget and cash flow accordingly.

APPLICATION DEADLINE

e A completed application MUST be received by Tuesday, December 15, 2026, 11:59pm
Last day to submit applications for feedback: Tuesday, December 1, 2026, 4:00pm. A draft application
can be submitted for staff feedback, no less than two weeks before the application deadline. Review is
conducted on a first-come, first-served basis. Second reviews may not be accommodated, based on the
number of requests received.

e Applications can be accessed at slcarts.submittable.com/submit or by visiting slcartscouncil.org/grants.

INFO SESSIONS

e All new applicants MUST attend an info session, or meet with the Grants Manager, prior to submitting an
application. Please view the schedule & register at: slcartscouncil.org/grants. A private meeting with the

Grants Manager may be scheduled in lieu of attending an info session.
FUNDING LEVEL

$500 - $5,000

Matching funds are NOT required for this grant

Applicants may receive a full award, no reward, or a partial award.

There is no limit to the amount spent on a project, only the amount that may be requested from this grant.

Requests must be rounded to the nearest $100

Applicants may submit up to THREE separate grant requests per year, in any combination of categories,

the total of which may not exceed $5,000. Please note that an applicant may not submit more than one

Individual Artist Grant application.

e All funds must be used within the 2027 calendar year. Returning funds is permitted only in cases of
extenuating circumstances.

e A maximum of $40,170 will be allocated to Arts Education Grants.

e Please Note: You may not receive funds in time for your scheduled program. Please plan your budget &

cash flow accordingly.

ELIGIBLE TO APPLY

e Individual artists, working in partnership with an eligible Community Partner - a Pre-K-12 public school or
community-based organization.
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o Individual Artists may only apply under their own name, using their own Social Security Number. An
artist’s incorporation or establishment of a limited liability company (LLC) or limited liability partnership
(LLP) is not disqualifying. However, an artist is only eligible for SCR funding for a commission they
propose to undertake in their individual capacity.

New York State registered nonprofit organizations, incorporated within Jefferson, Lewis, or St. Lawrence

Counties, or within a Tribal Nation such as Akwesasne, with an active board of trustees, which conduct all

activities with non-discriminating practices regarding race, color, national origin, religion, sexual

orientation, gender identity, or disability, including all programming activities, administration, and board
representation.

Government or quasi-governmental entities, located within Jefferson, Lewis or St. Lawrence Counties

Tribal Nations, such as Akwesasne

o The three-application/$5,000 limit does not apply to Tribal Nations. However, individual Tribal
organizations within Tribal Nations are subject to this limitation.

Projects must take place in the same county in which the applicant & Pre-K-12 Public School/Community

Partner are located.

Lead applicant must be at least 18 years of age, and not enrolled in a full-time undergraduate degree

program.
All new applicants MUST attend an info session or meet with the Grants Manager before submitting an
lication

PROOF OF ELIGIBILITY

In addition to the eligibility guidelines listed with each category, applicants must also meet certain

overarching eligibility requirements to be considered for Statewide Community Regrants funding, including:

ALL Applicants must have, and provide proof of, a physical address that lies within the service area.
Funded activity must take place within the same county as the applicant’s address. (PO boxes may be

accepted as a mailing address, but a PO box alone does not necessarily meet the address requirement.)
All documents must contain the organization’s or the individual’s name and address, and documentation
must be dated no earlier than two years prior to an application. List of acceptable proof of address
documents must include one of the following:

501(c)(3) IRS Determination Letter

Telephone bill

Utility bill

Credit card or bank statement (1st page only; social security and financial info should be redacted)
Current lease or mortgage agreement listing the applicant’s name and NYS County address.

NYS Driver's License or ID card

Voter Registration Card

Nonprofit Organizations, whether direct applicants or fiscal sponsors, must provide proof of registration
with the NYS Charities Bureau, in the form of a Bureau filing receipt dated within the last 24 months. (An
IRS Determination letter will not suffice for this purpose.)

Individual Artists may only apply under their own name, using their own SSN. An artist’s incorporation or
establishment of a limited liability company (LLC) or limited liability partnership (LLP) is not disqualifying.
However, an artist is only eligible for SCR funding for a commission they propose to undertake in their
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individual capacity.

Chartered Educational Institutions must provide documentation of NYS charter by the Board of Regents,
under Section 216 of the NYS Education Law.

Government or Quasi-Government Entities must provide proof of authorization in the form of a formal
letter, on official stationery, signed by the appropriate county, city, town or village executive, dated within
the last 12 months.

Tribal Nations must provide proof of authorization in the form of a formal letter, on official stationery,

signed by the appropriate Tribal leader, dated within the last 12 months.

INELIGIBLE TO APPLY

Individuals or organizations not based in Jefferson, Lewis or St. Lawrence County, or based in a Tribal
Nation such as Akwesasne, including non-incorporated chapters of organizations whose “parent” is
incorporated outside of this region

SCR site staff or board members, in this case SLC Arts

Individuals or organizations applying directly to NYSCA within the same fiscal year, regardless of that
application’s status or outcome, are NOT eligible to apply, and may NOT serve as a Fiscal Sponsor.

New York State agencies & departments

Public universities and colleges; public, private or parochial secondary and elementary schools, or their
components or affiliates

Applicants without an eligible School or Community-Based Partner

Students enrolled in a full-time degree program

A group that is formed/incorporated as a limited liability company (LLC), business corporation, or limited
liability partnership (LLP) in New York State

A group that is formed/incorporated as a limited liability company (LLC), business corporation, or limited
liability partnership (LLP) in another state and registered to do business in New York State

o A group in either of the two types above that is seeking to apply with an eligible fiscal sponsor

A group that is seeking to apply as an individual or group of individuals, but the project also publicly
functions in a limited liability company (LLC), business corporation, or limited liability partnership (LLP)
Individual artists who are employed by a partnering school

Previous recipients who fail/have failed to comply with contracts, final reports or other documentation

may be ineligible for future funding.

ELIGIBLE PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

MUST be carried out in partnership with an existing, closed group of learners (ie: pre-K-12 public school,
senior center, club, care facility, etc.)

Sequential, skills-based study that incorporates one or more art forms and includes a minimum of THREE
sequential, hands-on learning sessions, with enough time in between for reflection

Hands-on, participatory creation and/or learning opportunities, in one or more art forms, that may
culminate in an exhibition, production or demonstration.

In-depth, age & skills appropriate learning opportunities

A lesson plan, with clearly stated learning goals, methodologies and outcomes and a means for evaluation
In cases of school partnership, the teaching artist must work with a whole class, not select students.
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Students cannot be taken out of regular classes to participate. Students may not be self-selected, or
hand-selected by teachers or the teaching artist for participation in the program.

INELIGIBLE PROJECTS

Projects that take place in a different county than the applicant’s & partner’s physical addresses

Projects involving partners that apply directly to NYSCA, or projects in which a NYSCA grantee profits,

handles ticketing, or benefits in any way. Direct NYSCA Applicants may not serve as community partners.

A direct-NYSCA applicant may not promote an SCR recipient's events as their own.

Non arts-related activities, or events where the arts aren’t the primary focus:

o Galas, benefits or fundraising events, including food, entertainment and reception costs

o Entertainment (includes balloons, clowns, magic, culinary or martial arts, gaming, “paint & sips,” and
puppets or circuses lacking strong artistic merit)

o Projects that are primarily recreational, therapeutic, rehabilitative, or religious in nature (includes
at-risk/social service programs when the purpose is primarily for rehabilitation, therapy or worship)

Project that involve contests (even if no money or prizes are involved)

Student projects for educational credit

Projects that create public art (ie: murals) on privately-owned property

Events that take place in a private residence

Events that take place in venues that are not accessible to all (non ADA compliant venues)

Projects that replace, or appear to replace, the role of certified teachers in schools

Projects that utilize Al. SLC Arts is committed to showcasing original works that reflect the unique vision

and creativity of the artists. As such, SLC Arts will not support projects created through artificial

intelligence (Al) platforms or generated through Al processes. This includes promotional materials. All

submissions must be the result of the artist’s own manual effort and personal artistic expression.

Projects that do not meet non-discrimination requirements. All project activities must be conducted in a

way that does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religious belief, gender identity,

sexual orientation, or disability.

ALLOWABLE EXPENSES

Artist fees for performing, teaching, or providing services

Supplies & materials needed for the execution of the proposed project, not to exceed $1,000 (ie: art
supplies, sheet music, flash drives, hardware, training tools, etc.)

Marketing & publicity costs

Direct administrative expenses and/or planning and preparation expenses for a proposed event, not to
exceed 25% of total project budget

Activities/projects of local arts organizations, including both live & virtual activities

Project-related travel expenses within the state of New York

Project-related rentals of space and equipment

UNALLOWABLE EXPENSES

Supplies & materials in excess of $1,000
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The purchase of permanent equipment

Organizational or personal finances; general operating expenses

Start-up or seed funding for the establishment of a new organization; contingency funds
Operating expenses of privately-owned property (ie: homes, studios)

Capital improvements

Lobbying expenses

Acquisition of works of art

The creation of textbooks or classroom materials

Assignments used for college or university study to earn academic credit

Food & Entertainment Costs

Regrants by applicants to fund other activities

Awards, cash prizes, juror fees, fellowships, educational scholarships or other awards to students
Fees paid to children under the age of 18

Requests for funding that would result in a financial surplus

REVIEW PROCESS

Applications are first reviewed by SLC Arts staff for eligibility & completeness. It is the responsibility of the

applicant to submit a complete & accurate application. As part of the review process, the SLC Arts

Grants Manager may contact the applicant, via email, for clarification or corrections. If this happens, the

applicant has THREE BUSINESS DAYS to submit corrections or be deemed ineligible. If deemed
ineligible, the application will not be sent to panel for review.

Upon meeting eligibility requirements, review is then completed by an independent peer panel, made up
of artists, community leaders & arts supporters from the tri-county service area.
Each panelist scores applications based on the evaluation criteria outlined in these guidelines.

Panelists meet to collectively discuss applications, and scores are averaged together to yield a total
average score for each application.

Referencing the panel’s scores and directives, SLC Arts program administrators determine and allocate
funding; SLC Arts board of directors ratifies these decisions.

Notifications are mailed thereafter.

Please note that this multistage review process takes at least 90 days.

Panel feedback is available verbally, upon request.

Prior grant funding does not guarantee continued support in any subsequent year.

SLC Arts distributes awards to recipients immediately following disbursement from the state. Please note
that funds may not be available before the start of your project. Please plan your budget and cash flow
accordingly.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

This is a competitive grant. The evaluation criteria are the means by which review panelists score each grant
application. Not all applications will necessarily meet all criteria. Please note the Local Funding Priorities
section of the Evaluation Criteria & Scoring Rubric (last page); these criteria have been identified by an
advisory committee as priorities for 2027 projects. Applicants are encouraged to describe in their
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application how these priorities are being met. NEED is NOT a consideration. PLEASE SEE THE LAST
PAGE OF THESE GUIDELINES FOR COMPLETE EVALUATION CRITERIA & SCORING RUBRIC.

APPEALS

An applicant may only make an appeal based on the following grounds:

1) Non-presentation of significant and pertinent information by staff or panelist
2) Misrepresentation of significant and pertinent information by staff or panelist
3) Improper procedure (bias or arbitrary/capricious)

An applicant may only appeal if they do not receive ANY ($0) funding.

Dissatisfaction with a funding decision is not sufficient justification for an appeal. Appeals are appropriate

when an organization is denied a grant, and feels that an administrative error has been made that affects the

panel’s recommendation. Applicants wishing to appeal a funding decision must initiate the process within (10)
days of the notification letter email date. Applicants must contact the Grants Manager to discuss the funding
decision before submitting a letter of appeal to the SLC Arts Executive Director, which clearly outlines the
reasons for appeal based on the grounds listed above. Upon receipt of this letter, a new peer panel will be

convened to evaluate whether the appeal has merit. If you appeal, you cannot submit new information that
wasn't in your original application.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF RECIPIENTS

e Sign and adhere to the terms of the project contract and letter of commitment, and conduct all funded
activities as described in your application.

Submit an IRS Form W-9.

Submit a schedule of any & all funded events within THREE weeks of award notification, via our online

submission form.

e Submit a schedule of funded events within THREE weeks of award notification.
e Prominently and correctly credit the grant funding in all forms of publicity, using the following text:

o “This project is made possible with funds from the Statewide Community Regrants Program, a regrant
program of the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor
and the New York State Legislature and administered by the St. Lawrence County Arts Council.”

o The SLC Arts logo should be used for publicity. Recipients may NOT use the NYSCA logo.

e Notify SLC Arts immediately in writing regarding any changes to your project. All changes to funded
projects are subject to approval by SLC Arts.

Provide SLC Arts with two tickets to any grant-funded event with an entrance fee.

Submit a final report within 30 days of the completion of your project.

All grantees are strongly encouraged to attend the annual North Country Arts Celebration, an event to

recognize our grant recipients.

ASSISTANCE
e SLC Arts offers free info sessions to help with the application process and to provide a valuable

opportunity to network with other local artists and organizations. These workshops also contain
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information about any changes to grant applications, guidelines or processes since the previous year.
Please see a schedule at slcartscouncil.org/grants.

e SLC Arts has a downloadable fiscal sponsor agreement, budget worksheet, performance/service
agreements and other helpful documents available at slcartscouncil.org/grants.

e The last date for draft reviews is Tuesday, December 1, 2026. Please email any narratives or budget
worksheets you would like the Grants Manager to provide feedback on before that date.

e Please Note: All new applicants MUST attend an info session, or meet with the Grants Manager, prior to
submitting an application. Please view the schedule at slcartscouncil.org/grants.

e Please Note: Applicants are encouraged to ask for assistance throughout the application process. Please
attend a free info session or email the Grants & Services Manager to schedule an appointment.

e Please Note: Assistance by SLC Arts, in the preparation of your grant application, is NOT a guarantee of
funding.

Questions? Please visit www.slcartscouncil.org/grants or email grants@slcartscouncil.org.
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2027 Evaluation Criteria & Scoring Rubric - Arts Education Grant

Evaluation Criteria

4 Points

3 Points

2 Points

1 Point

0 Points

ARTISTIC & INSTRUCTIONAL MERIT

* Creativity, Innovation, Originality &
Diversity of Arts Experience

* Credentials of Artist(s) Involved

* Quality of Artistic Samples

The proposed project is creative,
innovative & offers a diverse arts
experience. The proposal
includes strong artist credentials
and relevant, quality work
samples.

The proposed project is creative,
innovative & offers a fairly diverse
arts experience. The proposal
includes good artist credentials,
and relevant work samples.

The proposed project is
somewhat creative & innovative,
and offers a fairly diverse arts
experience. The proposal is
missing either examples of their
work or their credentials.

The proposed project is not very
creative or innovative, and does
not offer a diverse arts
experience. The proposal is
missing either examples of their
work or their credentials.

The focus is not an artistic
discipline. The proposed work is
not new, creative, innovative,
original or diverse. Artist
credentials are not given. No
samples are provided.

STUDENT/COMMUNITY BENEFIT

* Consideration of Student and/or
Community Needs/Interests

* Depth & Quality of the Creative Process
by which Participants Learn Through or
About the Arts.

* Focus on the Exploration of Art & the
Artistic Process

* Service to Underserved Populations

The proposed project is based
specifically on student/community
needs/interests. It offers a high-
quality, in-depth learning
experience that focuses on the
creative process. Classes are
financially & physically accessible
to all. The applicant prioritizes
service to underserved
populations.

The proposed project considers
student/community
needs/interests. It offers a good,
in-depth learning experience that
focuses on the creative process.
Classes are financially &
physically accessible to all. The
applicant prioritizes service to
underserved populations.

The proposed project considers
student/community
needs/interests. But it does not
offer an in-depth learning
experience that focuses on the
creative process or classes are
financially & physically accessible
to all. The applicant prioritized
service to underserved
populations.

The proposed project considers
student/community
needs/interests. But it either does
not offers a learning experience
that focuses on the creative
process, financially & physically
accessible classes to all, or the
applicant does not prioritize
service to underserved
populations.

The proposed project does not
consider student/community
needs/interests. It does not offer
an in-depth arts learning
experience that focuses on the
creative process. Classes are not
financially & physically accessible
to all. The applicant does not
prioritize service to underserved
populations.

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

& LESSON PLAN

* Stated Learning Goals, Methodologies
& Outcomes

* Development & Implementation of Age-
Appropriate, Hands-On, Sequential
Curriculum

* Clear & Concise Class Descriptions

* Minimum of THREE Successive Classes

The Lesson Plan clearly states
goals, methodologies &
outcomes. It offers a high-quality
learning experience that focuses
on age-appropriate, successive
skill-building in one artistic
discipline. There are a minimum
of three, hands-on classes. Class
descriptions are clear & concise.

The Lesson Plan states goals,
methodologies & outcomes. It
offers a good learning experience
that focuses on age-appropriate,
successive skill-building in one
artistic discipline. There are a
minimum of three, hands-on
classes. Class descriptions are
clear & concise.

The Lesson Plan states goals,
methodologies & outcomes. It
offers a good learning experience
that focuses on age-appropriate,
successive skill-building in one
artistic discipline. There are a
minimum of three, hands-on
classes. Class descriptions are
fairly clear.

The Lesson Plan states goals,
methodologies & outcomes. It
offers a learning experience that
focuses on age-appropriate,
successive skill-building. There
are a minimum of three, hands-on
classes. Class descriptions could
be clearer.

The Lesson Plan does not state
goals, methodologies &
outcomes. There are not a
minimum of three, hands-on
classes. Class descriptions are
not clear.

BUDGET & CAPACITY TO

CONDUCT THE PROJECT

* Project Budget - A Reasonable
Explanation of Expenses

* Feasibility of project completion,
based on the applicant's record of
programmatic succes, demonstrated
fiscal responsibility & overall clarity
of the proposal

The project budget is clear and
contains a reasonable explanation
of expenses, as well as income
from other sources. The applicant
has demonstrated fiscal
responsibility & has a record of
programmatic success, which
suggests a high likelihood of
project completion. The proposal's
overall clarity is excellent.

The project budget is clear and
contains a reasonable explanation
of expenses. The applicant has
demonstrated fiscal responsibility
& some programmatic success,
which suggests a good likelihood
of project completion. The
proposal's overall clarity is good.

The project budget is clear, but
contains a few questionable
expenses. The applicant has not
demonstrated fiscal responsibility
or programmatic success. The
proposal's overall clarity is fair.

The project budget contains a
number of questionable
expenses. The applicant has not
demonstrated fiscal responsibility
or programmatic success. The
proposal's overall clarity is weak.

The budget contains ineligible
expenses. The applicant has not
demonstrated fiscal responsibility.
The overall clarity of the proposal

is very weak.

LOCAL FUNDING PRIORITIES

* New, First- Time Applicants

* Projects that Prioritize Art Forms that are
Under-Represented in our Region, with
Emphasis on Cross-Disciplinary or
Interdisciplinary Programming

* Projects that target seniors & individuals
with disabilities

* Projects that are Physically, Geographically,
Financially & Temporally Accessible

The proposed project meets all
FOUR local funding priorities.

The proposed project meets
THREE local funding priorities.

The proposed project meets TWO
local funding priorities.

The proposed project meets ONE
local funding priority.

The proposed project meets NO
local funding priorities.




