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Welcome to the new semi-annual 
SLC Arts Journal! New staff, new 
exhibits, & new programs.

Radio show host Doyle Dean of 
NCPR’s The Dean’s List tells us 
what he loves about his top ten 
album picks of 2019. 

Featured Artist 
Rivka Rocchio 

talks community, 
theater, and 

what it’s like to 
develop an original 

play inside a 
correctional facility.



 Say hello to Allyssa Hardiman, our new 
Program Coordinator! Allyssa attended 
SUNY Plattsburgh, where she received a 
B.S. in Human Development and Family 
Relations in 2017. Allyssa returned to 
Potsdam where she worked in a variety 
of different environments before first 
joining the SLC Arts staff as assistant 
Instructor to Tracy Wanamaker for the 
Special Arts for Special Needs program. 
She is looking forward to expanding her 
role at SLC Arts in her new position of 
Program Coordinator. She loves being 
involved in the community she grew up 

in. Allyssa lives with her husband and pets in a renovated one-
room schoolhouse on her family’s farm just outside of the village of 
Potsdam.
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Order Your 2020 Fine Art
Up North Calendar Now!

This exclusive calendar showcases the work of 12 North 
Country artists and your purchase directly supports our 

work in the community.
To purchase:

slcartscouncil.org/2020calendar
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New Staff Intro

Letter from the Director

Featured Artist: Rivka Rocchio talks 
community, theater, and what it’s like 
to develop an original play inside a 
correctional facility.

Music: Dean’s List Top 10 
Radio show host Doyle Dean of NCPR’s The Dean’s 
List tells us what he loves about his top ten album 
picks of 2019. 

Literary Corner: “Heaven” a poem by John 
Berbrich

Culinary Delights: Whipped Feta, a recipe 
from Big Spoon Kitchen

Visual Arts: 2020 Exhibit Themes and Calls 
for Art; Classes, Programs, and Events

Special Arts Class Schedule  

NEW STAFF INTRO



STAFF AND BOARD
 Executive Director: Maggie McKenna
Communications Manager: Nikki Langhorne
Regrants Coordinator: Alicia Murphy
Program Coordinator: Allyssa Hardiman
Marketing & Design: Catherine LaPointe Vollmer
Operations Assistant: Steven Sauter

President: David Crowell
Vice President: Geoffrey VanderWoude
Treasurer: Ashtin Singh
Secretary: Romi Sebald

Board Members:
John Berbrich
Lorraine Njoki
Kayla French
Jim Murray

We are delighted to welcome the new
decade! This year you will see refreshing new 
programs, more community partnerships, 
and some engaging new ways to support SLC 
Arts. Each of our gallery exhibits will have a 
broad theme and related classes and events. 
Right now, you’re holding the new SLC Arts 
Journal and we’ll be working to include even 
more captivating content in our second issue 
which will come out in July. Also, I’ll give a 
“State of the Arts” address at our Regional 
Arts Celebration on March 28. SLC Arts will reach its 50 year anniversary 
in 2022, so we’re expecting to make some vital changes and bring the 
organization to new heights as we lead up to our golden anniversary. 

In December 2019, we brought on our new program coordinator, Allyssa 
Hardiman. Allyssa has been the teaching assistant for our Special Arts 
for Special Needs program for the last two years, so she was a natural 
fit to join our team in this expanded capacity. Her enthusiasm and 
determination has already shone a new light in the office, and we are so 
lucky to have her on board! 

This February marks one year since I started as SLC Arts’ Executive 
Director. I can’t believe it’s already been one year. We’ve grown our 
board, built up our staff, and begun the vital work of restructuring our 
programs, services and general operations. We’re taking a critical look 
at our mission and updating our strategy to achieve our goals. This year 
and next, we will be in the midst of a great transformation of SLC Arts, 
and the arts community in our region will benefit from it. We invite you 
to continue on this journey with us. 

-Maggie McKenna

SLC Arts
P.O. Box 252
Potsdam, NY 13676
www.slcartscouncil.org

Supported in part by The New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State LegislatureCover Image: Featured Artist Rivka Rocchio teaching

       /slcartsny @ slcartsny

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR FROM THE BOARD
Greetings from the new Board President! I have been on the board
for five years and am excited to step into this new leadership position. 
We have a great board and staff, and I look forward to working closely 
with them. 

For those who don’t know me, I grew up in Canton and am a long-time 
North Country resident. I owned the former World Artisan Fair Trade 
Gift Shop and Gallery in downtown Potsdam. I was also a founding 
member of the Gallery at Lake St Lawrence Arts in Waddington. I am 
an artist, specializing in watercolor landscapes. I enjoy capturing the 
North Country in paint. 

I am always open to learn from you how SLC Arts can better serve our 
community. I look forward to leading the Arts Council into a bright 
future.

—Dave Crowell

Serving St. Lawrence, Lewis, and Jefferson counties

Do you know someone who 
would be GREAT on our board? 

E-mail your nominations to
director@slcartscouncil.org
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FEATURED ARTIST

Rivka Rocchio
Interviewed by John Berbrich
John Berbrich: So, Rivka, tell me what you do at SUNY Potsdam.
Rivka Rocchio: I’m an assistant professor of theatre—which 
means I teach a 4:4 course load, direct productions, advise and 
mentor students, serve on a variety of committees, and publish 
and pursue my own creative/research activities. Since I was hired 
in 2016, I’ve been working to pull the community to the school 
and the school to the community. One of the courses I teach, 
Applied Theatre, has this built in—the idea of using theatre in 
non-traditional spaces. In this course we’ve explored through 
performance the impact of mental health issues on college 
students, and, in another section, issues around representation 
and stereotype around mass incarceration. I also run Playwriting 
Across Prison Walls, which bridges carceral and university 
communities. Playwrights incarcerated at Riverview Correctional 
Facility participate in a ten-week writing workshop in which they 
create short plays. Those plays are performed on SUNY Potsdam’s 
campus and also at the correctional facility. I teach the workshop, 
audition, cast and direct for the performances. Starting in July 
2019, I wrote a grant (along with SLU professor Bob Cowser, 
Potsdam professor Jay Pecora, and SLC Arts Director Maggie 
McKenna) to provide arts programming inside an upstate New 
York juvenile facility. Working with youth in a correctional facility, 
and developing trust and social connections through theatre, has 
meant delving into another facet of the impact of the arts and 
learning more about the depths of the carceral system.

JB: That’s fascinating. Sounds like good work. How did you get 
involved with the prison system?
RR: When I was in graduate school at Arizona State University, 
I went to a meeting with some activists who were going into 
prison to teach humanities. They encouraged me to come teach 
a workshop series on performing poetry. After I went home, I 
knew that I’d found a community I had a responsibility to show 
up for. Since then, around 2012, I’ve been inside prisons and jails 
teaching, learning, and creating. I’ve taught everything from 
yoga to Shakespeare. Teaching inside meant educating myself on 

the prison system, the (in)justice system, and the carceral state. 
The project I’m currently working on, North Country Bound, 
is an attempt to understand the impact of incarceration in rural 
communities. By interviewing retired correctional officers, I’ve 
gained a much larger perspective on the damage that prisons 
inflict on all who cross through the gates. 

JB: So is there a time when your students at the college both 
interact and perform with the prisoners?
RR: Yes. There have been numerous projects and courses where 
students inside and out have interactions. I’ll describe two: Spring 
2018, I taught a course in devising theatre where the two ensembles 
(inside and out the walls) worked together to create an original 
play. They met twice, once halfway through the semester and 
then at the end of the term for the performance (which happened 
inside the facility). The performance dealt with themes around 
origin, connection, and imagination. Plays Across Prison Walls is 
another joint collaboration between artistic communities inside 
and out. A group of playwrights inside Riverview Correctional 
facility go through a ten-week playwriting course (which I teach) 
in order to write short plays. The plays are then performed by 
SUNY Potsdam actors (I direct and do production management). 
There are performances at both institutions. The plays are live-
streamed on Facebook so that families at home can watch. This 
past year was the second iteration of PWAPW. 



JB: Well, that sounds like a marvelous opportunity for everyone 
involved. You’ve participated in other community-based 
programs that bring people together, is that right?
RR: I learned the process of community cultural development at 
a practical level while in Peace Corps, and then developed the 
language and depth of research during my time at Arizona State 
University—working in prisons and at a drop-in center for youth 
experiencing homelessness. I served for 27 months in Western 
Samoa, a beautiful chain of islands in the South Pacific. My primary 
assignment was teaching in the schools, but I partnered with the 
Christian Congregationalist Church (abbreviated in Samoan to 
the EFKS Church) and an amazing faletua (wife of the Pastor) 
named Sefulu Pati. We worked together to provide an incredible 
range of activities for the youth of the Aana District—programs 
like English camps, reading groups, Zumba classes, spelling bees, 
a talent show, and plays to celebrate holidays. I learned from 
working with Sefulu that programs and projects cannot be done 
TO communities, only WITH. That as an outsider, I don’t have 
the best ideas about what the communities I work with need, or 
want to say. My job is to show up, take in and listen generously to 
what folks share, develop reciprocal trust, speak truth as I see it, 
and be open to where the creative process will bring us.  

JB: Tell me about your time in Africa.
RR: When I did Peace Corps Response in Liberia, immediately 
following my time in Samoa, I learned very quickly that there are 
times that art-making can be applied to survival. In that context, 
the projects I was able to develop were smaller and arguably 

more impactful. I found myself cleaning up after volunteers who 
had come in with good intentions but no idea of how to tap into 
the community. I literally spent weeks unpacking boxes of dated 
textbooks from the 1970s that had been shoved into a room, but 
never turned into a functioning library. It takes more than good 
intentions to do ethical work in a community, and I’m grateful for 
the experiences that I’ve had, the stories I’ve been trusted with, 
and the people who’ve let me in that have allowed me to have 
success as a community-based theatre artist.

JB: Do you have any particular new projects in mind?
RR: Yes! As mentioned earlier, I’m working on a project right now 
called North Country Bound. Interviewing retired correctional 
officers from NY DOCCS and turning those interviews into a 
play—first reading will be May, 2020. My intention is to understand 
more fully the impact of incarceration in the North Country. What 
does it mean to have an economy reliant on the prison industrial 
complex? What is the impact of working behind the walls? How 
has the carceral state shaped the geography of the North Country 
and what does that mean for individuals and families? I’m also 
working on an applied theatre project that addresses mental 
health on college campuses. Students will partner with the 
college counseling center, interview counselors, and develop a 
new play that will be performed around our campus. Each project 
investigates large scale community issues through the lens and 
means of theatre artists.  Also, I think North Country Bound and 
Plays Across Prison Walls serve as a balancing act— two very 
different theatre-based projects that address the crisis of mass 
incarceration.

Rivka Rocchio is an Assistant Professor 
of Theatre at SUNY Potsdam where she 
focuses on community-based artistry 
exploring the intersections of theatre 
and social justice. Rocchio received her 
M.F.A in Theatre for Youth from Arizona 
State University and her B.A. in Theatre 
Education and Writing, Literature and 
Publishing from Emerson College. She 
is the creator of Theatre Across Prison 
Walls, a theatre-based project bridging 
university students and artists who are 
incarcerated. www.rivkarocchio.com
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DEAN’S LIST TOP 10
Radio show host Doyle Dean of NCPR’s The 
Dean’s List tells us what he loves about his 
top ten album picks of 2019. 

I have a love/hate relationship with top 
ten lists. Maybe that’s why I’m giving 
you eleven! I always look for music that, 
in some way, tells the truth. It might be 
a lyric but more often it’s the delivery 

of that lyric. Just as often, it’s something musical. A new idea 
perhaps, or a new take on an old idea. Something pulls me in, 
makes me want to listen again, and listen more closely. Here are 
my top ten, because there’s simply no room for 100. 

#10: Young Like Old Men - Between Us (Paris, France). 
This quartet has managed to stay under the radar while creating 
a body of increasingly interesting work. They reference, without 
copying, that late ‘80s/early ‘90s alternative rock sound. Wailing 
guitars, effects pedals, crashing cymbals, it’s all fair game. A 
bucket of noise drips, Jackson Pollock style, over melodic pop 
songs. The tune “Dream/Desert” is my favorite here.

 #9: Sleaford Mods - Eton Alive  (Nottingham, England). 
In your face spoken word and at times, super-melodic refrains 
over a stripped down incredibly danceable foundation. The Mods 
have embraced the sounds and the concerns of the early 21st 
century. You might love them, you might not, but you’ll certainly 
have an opinion. Check out the single “Discourse.”  

#8: The Currys - This Side of the Glass
(Potsdam, New York, Charlottesville, 
VA). The blood harmonies of two 
brothers and their cousin (Galen, 
Potsdam Central School, ‘04), 
thoughtful song writing, and capable 
musicianship make this an album 
I keep playing. The production is 
top notch— great dynamics, tasteful 
horns, and yeah, those harmonies. 
This is Americana. The song “Jose’” is 
my fave.

 #7: Pip Blom - Boat 
(Amsterdam, The Netherlands). 
Pip Blom is the name of the 
singer/songwriter and also 
the name of her band. I’ll be 
honest, this record probably 
should have been better. 
It feels a little rushed and 
unfinished in a way, but the 
band is so great, it’s still one 
of my favorites. The guitar-
based post punk tunes 
are energetic and melodic 
but also raw enough to be 
interesting after repeated listens. Check out the single “Babies are 
a Lie” from 2017 and get ready for their next album. It just might 
be their breakout.

#6: Say Sue Me - Where We Were Together  (Busan, South Korea). 
Say Sue Me have refined a form of hum-along pop awash in 
distorted guitars and beautiful melodies. This record feels like a 
breath of fresh air to the dreampop genre. The staccato romp of 
their October 2019 single “George and Janice” has me very excited 
to hear what they do in 2020.   

#5: Dehd - Water (Chicago). 
Clean guitars swirl (seemingly) in and out of tune, vocals 
challenge the microphone, drums faithfully thump along in the 
middle distance. Sometimes you love someone because of their 
imperfections, don’t you? Dehd are unapologetically their own 
wonderful beast. I find myself singing their songs long after I’ve 
listened. These catchy lo-fi ear worms remind me of teen-group 

pop hits of the late ‘50s and early ‘60s. Check out “Wild,” 
you’ll never be the same.

#4: Mikaela Davis - Delivery (Rochester, NY). 
Davis studied harp at SUNY Potsdam’s Crane School of 
Music. She proves her versatility as a singer/songwriter and 
harpist on this full-length debut. Davis is able to integrate 
the harp into the flow of a strong indie pop record without 
letting it drown in the mix. She stopped by the NCPR studios 
last spring to record a brief interview and a couple of songs. 
One of them, “In My Groove” is emblematic of the record. 
Davis has clearly found her groove.
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#3: Melissa Laveaux - Radio Siwel (Ottawa/Paris).
Laveaux is from Ottawa of Hatian descent. It’s her unbridled love 
for Haiti that inspires and informs 
her work. Defying genre is one 
of Laveaux’s many talents and 
she’s carved out her own musical 
niche. This record has helped me 
to appreciate the simple things 
in life. A little guitar riff here, a 
keyboard run there, a shaker, a 
brief vocal harmony overdub, 
and Laveaux’s impassioned 
voice to top it off. The song 
“Tolalito” is my favorite on this 
album. 

#2: Courtney Barnett - Tell Me How You Really Feel (Sydney, 
Australia). 
There are many reasons to love the music of Courtney Barnett. 
Her lyrics are often humorous, she rocks a mean electric guitar, 

and her band on this record plays 
energetic and hard driving blues-
based rock music. The main 
reason I love Barnett’s music is 
her ability to make her own rules 
and then gleefully break them. If 
the words of a verse don’t quite 
fit, that’s OK, she’ll make it work 
and you’ll enjoy hearing her do it 
time and time again. “Nameless, 
Faceless” is my go-to on this 
album. 

#1: Rolling Blackouts Coastal Fever - Hope Downs
(Melbourne, Australia). My process for screening records for The 
Dean’s List is sometimes as simple as popping a CD into my car’s 
CD player. I use a Sharpie to put a checkmark next to each tune that 
I’d like to play on the show (if any). The back cover of my copy of 
this CD has a mark next to almost every song. I was laughing out 
loud because I liked it so much the first time I heard it. (Have you 
ever done that?) RBCF have perfected guitar-based, postpunk. 
They don’t rely on fuzzy distortion to create power, they use 
interesting guitar interplay. A solid rhythm section doesn’t hurt. 
The lyrics are interesting and ripe with metaphor and delivered 

off the cuff enough 
that you wonder if 
they really care. I do. 
I really care. Check 
out “Sister’s Jeans.”

Bonus, #11: 
Gil Scott-Heron - 
The Revolution Will 
Not Be Televised
(Chicago). 

We lost Gil Scott-Heron three years ago and he is missed. This 
song was recorded in 1971 and the venom is still fresh today. I 
played this on one of my first shows. Our former Station Manager 
Ellen Rocco burst into the control room. “You’re playing Gil Scott-
Heron! You’re ok with me!” If you don’t know the tune, give it a 
spin. You’ll be glad you did.

Listen to The 
Dean’s List 
Mondays 
from 3-5 pm 
on North 
Country 
Public Radio. 
You can 
stream the 
show at ncpr.
org/deanslist.
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LITERARY CORNER

Heaven
a poem by John Berbrich
Heaven is filled with
 little crooked streets
and neighbors who always return
 what they borrow

The rivers dive deep
 between the cloudbanks
filled with fish, sparkling under
 the noon-day sun

Nights are cool
 more stars than you can count
blacker than Satan’s heart
 sweeter than an apple

There’s a little five and dime
 with bargains twenty-four seven
on a quiet street corner
 beneath a glowing lamp

Maybe we’ll meet there, you
 and I, when it’s all finished and done
on that little corner
 of eternity

John Berbrich
3700 County Route 24

Russell, New York 13684
(315) 261-0600

ataraxia1114@aimcom

Bringing the best in international and American
independent films to the North Country

Mondays at the Roxy Theater, Potsdam

7:15 p.m. (unless otherwise noted)
Season Tickets (10 films) and Single Tick-

ets available

2020 Season

See North Country This Week for the schedule,
or visit our website: www.cinema10.org

and Facebook page: facebook.com/cinematen

C I N E M A   1 0

Cinema 10 is made possible by The New York State Coun-
cil on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature.

ADVERTISE WITH SLC ARTS
Ad rates start at only $75.

For more information on rates and deadlines for each 
issue, visit slcartscouncil.org/quarterly

or contact SLC Arts staff by phone or email.

DONATE TO SLC ARTS
It’s easy to donate, and your donation is tax-deductible since 
we’re a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization! Mail your donation to 
SLC Arts, PO Box 252, Potsdam, NY 13676—or visit our web-
site at www.slcartscouncil.org/give to make a secure on-line 
donation. Thank you for your support!
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A simple appetizer or sandwich spread to whip up in no time at all!

“A Big Spoon standard when we cater...flavorful and salty from 
the feta and perfect with a cracker or pretzel. Garnish with 
green onion or a swirl of olive oil and a few red pepper flakes 
for a lovely presentation.”

-Rose Rivezzi & Will Trithart
of Big Spoon Kitchen

CULINARY DELIGHTS Whipped Feta:
Ingredients:
Juice of 1 ½ lemons, plus more to taste
⅓ cup olive oil
10 ounces feta cheese, broken into large pieces (2 ½ to 3C)
4 ounces cream cheese, room temperature
¼ teaspoon black pepper
¼ teaspoon cayenne
¼ teaspoon onion powder
¼ teaspoon garlic powder

Directions:
In a food processor, add the feta, cream cheese, olive oil, lemon 
juice, black pepper, spices. Purée until smooth. Add a little water if 
too thick. Taste for lemon, adjusting as needed. Garnish with green 
onions, poppy seeds, or a swirl of olive oil and red pepper flakes.

A recipe from
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SLC ARTS 2020 EXHIBITS AND PROGRAMS

With 2020 marking the 100th anniversary of women in the U.S. 
gaining the right to vote with the passage of the 19th amendment, 
the theme of our next exhibit and program series is “Celebrating 
Women in the Arts.” While the theme of this exhibit focuses on 
women, each participating artist interprets this theme in their 
own creative capacity. 

The exhibit will showcase anything 
indicative of the female experience: 
empowerment, struggle, tradition, 
beauty, social change, and strength. We 
will reflect and rejoice in all that women 
have accomplished in recent years and 
throughout history. 

Meet the Artists Exhibit Opening
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 5:30 pm
This event will offer the public a chance 
to view the pieces of artwork chosen to 
“Celebrate Women in the Arts,” and chat 
with the featured artists themselves. The 
Rustic Riders will be performing original 
music by singer/songwriter Lisa Meissner, and Fourtissimo 
Quartet, an acapella group of female singers will also perform. 
This first exhibit of the year will be on display until March 18th, so 
you can join the worldwide celebration of International Women’s 
Day on March 8th. 

January-March 2020
CELEBRATING WOMEN IN THE ARTS

Your Own Spin Make & Take Class Series
with Liza Paige
Location: SLC Arts Offices Tech Room in Potsdam Village Civic 
Center
February 3-Class Series Pricing: 
$65 SLC Arts Members, $80 non-members
Or per class: $25 for Members, $30 non-members

Cathartic Collage
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 7:00-8:30 pm
Come explore the power of appropriation. There is something 
cathartic about cutting into an image   that was mass-produced for 
popular culture and translating it into your own personal masterpiece. 
At this workshop, you will be introduced to two 
contemporary female artists, Wangechi Mutu and Martha Rosler. 
Both women use collage as a form of activism. As you view their 
work, we hope you gain inspiration for a collaged masterpiece of 
your own.

The Power of Pastel
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 7:00-8:30 pm
These women use soft materials to convey 
hard concepts! Learn about the work of 
Contemporary female artists, Zaria Forman 
and Melanie Baker, as you plan out your 
own powerful pastel drawing. Local pastel 
artist Liza (LaBarge) Paige will share various 
pastel techniques before you begin. Let’s get 
colorful!

Yonic Art
Tuesday, Feb. 25, 7:00-8:30 pm
If you’ve ever taken an Art History class, 
you’re familiar with various phallic symbols 
throughout time. Have you ever wondered 

”where are all the yonic symbols?” Don’t worry, we have plenty 
of contemporary female artists developing yonic imagery. 
Perhaps, we can even find a few historical examples that have 
been overlooked? Look through some art history books and bring 
an example if you can find one before class!

Exhibit openings are at the SLC Arts Gallery at the Potsdam 
Town Hall. These events offer the public a chance to view the art 
and chat with the member artists themselves. Along with these 
exhibits of visual art, we will be offering classes and community 
programs encompassing and expanding upon the overarching 
themes of each exhibit. All programs and events are free and 
open to the public unless otherwise noted. Donations are always 
appreciated.
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up the street from Old Town Hall. SLC Arts Executive Director 
Maggie McKenna will also take this time to make a formal “State 
of the Arts” address, updating the public on all SLC Arts has been 
working towards, and where it hopes to go in the future. Artists 
and the general public alike are invited to network,support our 
local community, and enjoy an afternoon with SLC Arts.

We are pleased to present the 2020 Arts 
Recognition Award to Suzy McBroom 
for her many years of service as the 
Executive Director of SLC Arts. We hope 
you will come to celebrate with us, and 
congratulate Suzy for her exemplary 
work supporting the arts in our 
community.

For more info:
315-265-6860 or arts@slcartscouncil.org
Free and open to the public.

A Celebration of Women Composers  
Thursday, Feb. 27, time TBA
Location: Marigold Kitchen and Bakery
The Carriage House Quartet will perform and discuss works by 
female composers including Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel, Florence 
Price and Rhiannon Giddens. $10 suggested donation.

Figure Drawing Class
Saturday, Mar. 7, 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Location: TAUNY board room, Canton NY
Class participants will be guided by local artist Nate Infante, who 
will instruct them on the tools and techniques used in drawing the 
female form. Each participant can bring whatever medium they 
prefer to work in. Class participants must be 18+.

Art Cafe with Kathy Stein
Wednesday, Mar. 18, 5:30-6:30 pm
Location: Potsdam Town Hall
Kathleen Stein  is the president of the League of Women Voters of 
St. Lawrence County. Sip and sit with SLC Arts as we learn and 
discuss the important contributions women have made to the arts 
over the ages, and explore how you can advocate for, promote, and 
“celebrate” the women in our own community (through activism).

March 2020
REGIONAL ARTS CELEBRATION

April 2020
REGIONAL SCHOLASTIC ART SHOW

Meet the Artists Exhibit Opening
Thursday, Apr. 2, 5:30 pm

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards are the nation’s largest, 
longest-running, most prestigious visual and literary arts 
program recognizing creative accomplishments of students in 
grades 7–12. The exhibit is organized by SLC Arts in partnership 
with the North Country Art Teachers’ Association (NCATA). Our 
related programs follow the theme of “Arts in Education.”

Saturday, Mar. 28, 1:00-3:00 pm
Location: Old Town Hall, 38 Main St, Waddington

At the Regional Arts Celebration, SLC Arts will announce the 
recipients of our 2020 Grant Awards, with a reception for the 
groups and individuals receiving those awards to celebrate their 
achievements. SLC Arts will also announce and present the St. 
Lawrence County Arts Council Arts Recognition Award, given 
each year to a different community member who has chosen to 
dedicate their time and service to the arts in St. Lawrence County. 

This free event will feature an interactive art demo with 
Waddington artist, Patricia VanPatten, and music by the local 
band, Crescent Street Jam. Artworks Creperie with cater the 
afternoon with a sampling of treats made at their restaurant right 

Photo by Roome Photography



Natural materials and the natural world 
inspire the work of many artists. Some 
use natural materials as their main 
medium, some find objects and build 
innovative creations, and others mimic 
natural materials with their chosen man-
made media. We will showcase work 
made from metal, wood, stone, leather, 
glass, bugs, dirt, and more in this themed 
exhibit inspired by natural materials. 
Please note: the SLC Arts Gallery space 
at the Potsdam Town hall has limited 
capacity to display 3-dimensional work.

Meet the Artists Exhibit Opening
Wednesday, Jun. 3, 5:30 pm

June 2020
Natural Materials

June 2020
SLC Arts Member Show
The annual member show exhibit includes a juried selection of local 
2D and 3D artwork in a broad range of mediums. Each artist member 
receives space for at least one piece of artwork in the show and may 
submit up to five pieces. The opening event for this exhibit is a grand 
celebration of all of SLC Arts’ members. 

Meet the Artists Exhibit Opening
Saturday, Jun. 20
Location: Old Town Hall, 38 Main St, Waddington Must be a 
member of SLC Arts to submit artwork

UPCOMING EXHIBITS August 2020
Abstract Art

October 2020
Fiber Arts
Featuring art made from wool, silk, cotton, yarn, thread, or other 
fibers. These pieces may be functional, wearable art, or may be 
entirely aesthetic.

Meet the Artists Exhibit Opening
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 5:30-7:00 pm

Abstract art can take many forms, and can be made with a wide 
variety of materials. If you’d like to get out of your comfort zone and 
shake things up, consider trying your hand at abstract work.

Meet the Artists Exhibit Opening
Thursday, Aug. 27, 5:30-7:00 pm

Additional classes and programs to be scheduled. Please 
continue to check our website for more details on upcoming 
programming, or sign up for our email newsletter at:

slcartscouncil.org/enews

SUBMITTING ART

REGISTER FOR CLASS

All artists submitting their work must be current SLC Arts 
members at the time of the show. Interested artists are urged 
to interpret the theme in their own creative capacity. To view a 
prospectus or submit work to any SLC Arts Exhibits, visit:

slcarts.submittable.com/submit

Unless otherwise noted, classes will take place in the SLC Arts 
Offices Tech Room in the Potsdam Village Civic Center.

Pricing on classes may vary.  You do not need to be a member of 
SLC Arts to register for a class, although members do receive a 
discount.
 
To register for a class or program, please visit:

slcartscouncil.org > Programs
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David Crowell

https://gpfdavid.wixsite.com/artworks
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SPECIAL ARTS CLASS SCHEDULE
INTEGRATED PRESCHOOL/ EARLY ELEMENTARY 

MUSIC & ART CLASS
every Monday from 5:30–6:30 pm

SLC Arts | 2 Park St, Basement Suite | Potsdam

 Jan 13, 27  Feb 3, 10, 24
 Mar 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Apr 6, 20, 27
 May 4, 11, 18     Jun 1, 8, 15, 22

ADULTS MUSIC & ART CLASS
every Tuesday from 10:30 am–12 pm; or from 1 pm–2:30 pm

SLC Arts | 2 Park St, Basement | Potsdam

 Jan 14, 21, 28   Feb 4, 11, 18, 25
 Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  Apr 7, 14, 21, 28
 May 5, 12, 19, 26     Jun 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

ADULT ART CLASS
every other Wednesday from 1:30–3:30 pm
SLC Arts | 2 Park St, Basement | Potsdam

 Jan 22   Feb 5, 19
 Mar 4, 18        Apr 1, 15, 29
 May 13, 27    June 10, 24

TEEN MUSIC & ART CLASS
every other Wednesday from 4:30–6:00 pm
Massena Community Center | 60 Beach St.

 Jan 15, 29  Feb 12, 26
 Mar 11, 25  Apr 8, 22
 May 6, 20  Jun 3, 17

TEEN MUSIC & ART CLASS
every other Wednesday from 4–5:30 pm

SLC Arts | 2 Park St, Basement | Potsdam

 Jan 22   Feb 5, 19
 Mar 4, 18        Apr 1, 15, 29
 May 13, 27     June 10, 24

Tracy S. Wanamaker, MT-BC, leads our 
Special Arts classes. Tracy is a Visiting 
Instructor at the Crane School of Music, 
where she coordInates the Music in Special 
Education Program and Crane Music 
Education Field Experience. Wanamaker is a 
board-certified music therapist with over 20 
years of experience.

Assisting Tracy is 
Allyssa Hardiman, a Potsdam native. She 
attended SUNY Plattsburgh, where she 
received a B.S. in Human Development 
and Family Relations in 2017.

Supported in part by: NYS Office for 
People with Developmental Disabilites

Pre Register:
315.265.6860

specialarts@slcartscouncil.org





      Join as a Supporting Member, you will receive:
   • Every edition of SLC Arts Journal sent directly to your home.
   • Discounts on community art classes
   • Exclusive communications & content via email and mail
   • An SLC Arts vinyl decal
       Join as an Artist Member, you’ll receive these benefits, plus:
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PO Box 252 | Potsdam, NY 13676
arts@slcartscouncil.org | www.slcartscouncil.org

Send Us Your Contact Info or go to slcartscouncil.org/join

Name

Address

City

State

Phone

Email

Payment Options:
q	 Mail a check to SLC Arts
q	 Online: slcartscouncil.org/give

BECOME A MEMBER! Memberships are just $35!

   • Opportunities to exhibit in SLC Arts galleries
   • Participation in the annual Member Show
   • Opportunities to purchase an exhibitor booth at 
       art shows and other events
   • Access to professional development resources

    Add an additional donation of 
    $
For more info, visit slcartscouncil.org/give

Thank you to Liza Paige for 
creating this image to the right as a 
focal point for our year end appeal.

The arts play an important 
role in our community. 

We couldn’t make all of 
our programs happen 
without support from 
people like you. 

Become an advocate for 
the arts and support SLC 
Arts today. 

Visit slcartscouncil.org/
give or mail a check to
PO Box 252, Potsdam, NY 
13676.



PRSRT STD
US Postage PD
Potsdam, NY

13676
PERMIT NO. 49

Serving St. Lawrence, Lewis,
and Jefferson counties

P.O. Box 252 | Potsdam, NY 13676
315.265.6860

arts@slcartscouncil.org
www.slcartscouncil.org

JOURNAL
Winter/Spring 2020

Vol 1

JANUARY
28 Exhibit opening- Celebrating Women in the Arts (p.10)

MARCH
28 Regional Arts Celebration (Old Town Hall,   
Waddington) (p.11)

APRIL
2 Exhibit opening- Scholastic Regional    
Awards Art Show (p.11)

MAY
2 LOKO Arts Festival, SUNY Potsdam  

JUNE
3 Exhibit opening- Natural Materials (p.12)
20 Exhibit opening- SLC Arts Member Show (p.12)

AUGUST
27 Exhibit opening- Abstract Art (p.12) 

OCTOBER
3 Remington Festival Art Show & Sale
28 Exhibit opening- Fiber Arts (p.12)

NOVEMBER
14-15 North Country Arts Weekend

SAVE THE DATES

Reminder: WE’VE MOVED! We’re no longer located in Old 
Snell Hall. We are now across the street in the Potsdam Village 
Civic Center’s Development and Planning Suite, downstairs 
at 2 Park St. We anticipate staying here for up to two years 
as we actively work to create our new home. Stop in and say 
“hi!” some time!


